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STANLEY LEV ISON THAT QUOTE VE, THE COMMITTEE OF INQUIRY UNQUOTE 
HAD A CONFRONTATION vITH (SENATOR GEORGE S.) MC GOVERN ON AUGUST 

h 

FOURTEEN AND THAT MC GOVERN HANDLED HIMSELF VERY WELL. BELAFORTE 
EXPRESSED THE OPINION THAT THERE 

BETWEEN HIM AND (SENATOR EUGENE) MC CA&THY. ~k£ Ad'dED THAT*ANY 
CHARG?S THAT CAN BE HADE AGAINST MC CARTMY (MURACISM. CAW BE 
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HADE AGAINST MC GOVERN. 
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BELAFORTE ASKED LEVIS0N*S THINKING ON W-THINES. flNE, 
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PAGE TWO 

LCVISOH stated that SHE HAD HOT PLANNED TO 00 BUT THAT 
HE HAD TOLD HER IT IS IMPORTANT THAT SHE 00. HE ADDED THAT HE 
HAD SO OBJECTION TO CORETTA ENDORSING A CANDIDATE PROVIDED IT IS 
| A SOUND ENDORSEHENT. 

BELAFONTE EXPRESSED THE OPINION THAT THE COMMUTE 
(OF INQUIRY) ENDORSE MC CARTHY. HE SAID THAT WHATEVER THEY CAN 
00 TO PUT PRESSURE OR THE DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION TO INFLUENCE VOTES 
AID CHALLENGES, THEY SHOULD DO EVEN IF IT MEANS BACKING HC CARTHY*. 

HE NOTED THAT, AFTER THE CONVENTION, THE COMMITTEE CAN CO* OUT 
■WITH MUCH MORE DEFINITIVE STATEMENT, IF IT IS HU*HREY, 

|*THEN BO OUT TO OUR MOST RADICAL POSITION*. 

BELAFONTE NOTED THAT HE MET WITH MC CARTHY 
BEFORE THE MC SOVER^f MEETING AND THAT HE BELIEVES 
•HE* (THE NEGRO PEOPLE) STAND A BETTER CHANCE OF 
GETTING MANY OF THE THINGS *WE* WANT BECAUSE MC CARTHY 
IS ^ICONOCLASTIC* WITHIN HIS OWN CONTEXT. BELAFONTE 
SAID MC CARTHY IS MUCH MORE OPEN AND SENSITIVE TO 
THE THINGS *WE" NEED. HE ADDED THAT *HUCH OF IT IS 
\ IN THE HANDS OF PEOPLE WHO ARE HIS ENEMIES AND PEOPLE 

:• 

END PAGE TWO f 
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CARTHYITES) ARE AGAINST CERTAIN FEDERAL AGENCIES, 

THEY ARE AGAINST THE FBI, THE CIA, AND BECAUSE HE ISN’T 
THE BOSOH BUDDY OF BLACK PEOPLE DOESN’T MEAN THAT 
THERE AREN’T A LOT OF THINGS VE CAN GET IF BY SOME 
|FLUKE HE SHOULD BECOME PRESIDENT*. 

I LEV1S0N SAID HE VOULD GO ALONG WITH THIS PROVIDED 
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BELAFONTE URGED LEV1S0N TO BE IN CHICAGO ON AUGUST 
NINETEEN ALTHOUGH LEVISON HAD NOT PLANNED ON IT. 

HE SAID HE VOULD BE AT THE ASTOR TOWERS AND THAT LEVISON 
SHOULD CALL HIS SECRETARY AND HAVE HER GET RESERVATIONS 
FOR LEVISON THERE. LEVISON AGREED. 

BELAFONTE SAID LEVISON SHOULD BE IN CHICAGO ON THE 
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WHICH MEETING VILL BE OPEN. HE SAID THAT HE BELIEVES THERE 
SHOULD BE A PRESS CONFERENCE ON THE TWENTY FIRST. 

HE VOTED THAT CONYERS* (CONGRESSMAN JOHN CONYERS OF 
MICHIGAN) OFFICE DID A GOOD JOB IN MOBILIZING PEOPLE 
TO CONFRONT MC GOVERN. BELAFONTE STATED IT IS 
NOT SUFFICIENT TO INTERROGATE THESE "GUYS* ( CANDIDATES) 

BUT THAT THEY HAVE TO STATE VHaT THEIR PLATFORM IS 
END PAGE THREE 
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PAGE FOUR 

AMD CONFRONT THE *GUYS* WITH IT* HE ASKED LEV1SOM TO 
FORMULATE SOME OF THE TH1MGS THEY SHOULD ASK* 

LEV2SON COMMENTED THAT THE STATEMENT SHOULD HAKE 
CLEAR THAT OF ALL AVAILABLE NOMINEES MC CARTHY IS BETTER 
THAN THE OTHERS ON KEY ISSUES* ESPECIALLY ON VAR* 

HE ASKED IF BELAFONTE HAD DISCUSSED THIS WITH CONYERS. 
ABOUT HC CARTHY* 

BELAFONTE SAID CONYERS HAD COME AROUND TO. THIS WAY 
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HAS TO DEAL WITH NOV WOULD BE HATCHER (MAYOR RICKARD 
HATCHER* GARY* INDIANA) * HE SAID HE IS SATISFIED 
THAT HATCHER'S APPRAISAL OF HIS SITUATION VIS- 
A-VIS HUMPHREY “GIVES US THIS OPENING TO DO WHAT WE 
ARE TALKING ABOUT** 

LEVISON NOTED THAT CORETTA KING HAD ENDORSED 
MC CARTHY WHEN MARTIN LUTHER XING WAS ALIVE BUT THAT 
HE HAD ADVISED HER TO WITHDRAW IT AFTER KING'S 
ASSASSINATION. BECAUSE SHE WAS THEN A PUBLIC FIGURE 
AND HAD TO REEXAMINE ALL HER POSITIONS* HE SAID 
CORETTA MIGHT REED SOME CONVINCING BUT THAT HE WOULD 
LET HER KNOW HE IS FOR IT. HE NOTED THAT THE FACT 
THAT SHE HAS BEEN WORKING WITH HUMPHREY ON THE MARTIN 

r 

LUTHER KING MEMORIAL CENTER MAY JJlD TO BOTHER HER* 
END PAGE FOUR 
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page five 

BELAFONTE, ALLUDING TO THE CONFRONTATION WITH 
MC GOVERN, STATED THAT WHEN MC GOVERN SAID HE WOULD 


ENDORSE WHOMEVER IS THE DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATE, 

HATCHER CHALLENGED HIM ASKING HOW HE COULD BE 
AGAINST THE VIETNAM WAR, TALK ABOUT RACISM, THEN 
ENDORSE HUMPHREY* HE SAID MC GOVERN'S POSITION IS THAT 
HE IS AGAINST NIXON, WOULD VOTE FOR HUMPHREY WITH A 
HEAVY HEART, BUT AGAINST NIXON* 

BELAFONIE AGREED WITH LEVISON THAT THEY CANNOT 
FORGET THAT THERE IS AN "EVIL FORCE-K1XON- STANDING 
ACROSS THE ROOM"* LEVISON SAID THEY MAY HAVE TO HAVE 
A NEW FORMULATION POINTING OUT HOW IMPORTANT IT IS 
TO DEFEAT A "WILDLY DANGEROUS FORCE LIKE NIXON"* 

BELAFONIE STATED THEY KNOW THEY CAN BREAK THE BACK 
OF A PRESIDENT, CITING LYNDON JOHNSON WHOM HE SAID 
THEY BROKE OH THE BLACK ISSUE AND THE VIETNAM WAR* 
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IS fOT DOING WHAT THEY WANT TO DO THEY WOULD NOT GUIT 
BUT 60 TO WORK AND RUIN HIM* THEY AGREED WITH NIXON 
AS PRESIDENT IT WOULD BE MUCH MORE DIFFICULT FOR 
{THEM TO RUIN HIM* 

END PAGE FIVE 
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1 AGE SIX 

LEV1S0R SAID ME WOULD SEE BELAFONTE MONDAY EVENING 
r AUGUST NINETEEN) . 

FOR THE INFORMATION OF CHICAGO* THE COMMITTEE OF 

. NqUIRt has been indicated to be a grouping of elected 
FBGRO officials who will pass on the qualifications 

CF CANDIDATES FOR PUBLIC OFFICE AND THEN EITHER ENDORSE 
NOT ENDORSE THIS CANDIDATE. CONGRESSMAN JOHN CONYERS 
’ S A PRIME ROVER IN THIS COMMITTEE. 

A PHOTOGRAPH OF LEVISON IS BEING SENT CHICAGO BY 
SEPARATE HAIL. 

AM COPIES OF THIS TEL SENT TO AT* DE* IP AND HP. 

O 

■0 H4R BEING SUBMITTED. 
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Mr. C. D. De Loach 
Mr. T. 1. Bishop 
Mr. W. C. Sullivan 
Mr, G. C. Moore 



Mrs. Mildred Stegall 
The White Bouse 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mrs. Stegall: 

X thought the President sight be interested in the 
following information. 


>90 


confidential source, who has furnished 


infon^lon in the past, advised that according 
!*«/ Bela 


ed reliable 
^National 


Harf'y, Bolafonte, prominent gegro entertainer, th 
_CouL\iittee__of Inquiry, a committee oT Negroes formed to 
decide 


decide whether or not a candidate for public office should 
Xg endorsed - had a confrontation with Senator George 8. 
^McGovern of * South Dakota, on August 14, 1968. According to 
' Belafonte, Senator McGovern handled himself very well. r - 

Belafonte expressed the opinion that there is no essentia^, 
diff ersnee between Senator McGovern and Senator Hugene^McCartby 
of Uipnesota. At tbla confrontation Senator McGovern allegedly 
he would endorse whoever ia the Democratic presidential 

t ididate. Senator McGovern was challenged by 4gayor Richard 
teber of Gary, Indiana, who asked how Senator McGovern 
could be against the Vietnam far* and than endorse Vice President 
Hubert Humphrey. According to Be ^af op te. Senator McGovern's 
Is that be ie ttfealnst -the Republican candidate. 


said 

cm fidi 
./Bat cl 


position 


Richard Nixon, 
reluctantly,, ... 


and would vote for Tice President Humphrey 
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Mrs. Mildred Stigtll 



The source also latrntd that Baltfoot* mM 
Stanley Levigpn'bbetber h« bad any objectlonto 
Mrs. CorettaTJClng, widow of Martin Luther"ttng, |r (| 

taaorvini » itvbiquuviii utuoiuiiv. mv ibuq !■ u 



adviser to the Southern Cbrletlan Leadership Conference, 
the orBanlaatlon founded by the late Martin Luther King, fr (| 
and has been identified as a secret Communist Party 
•saber as late as 1963. 


Levis on reportedly had ao objection to 
Mrs. King's endorsing a candidate, provided it is a sound 
endorseaent. Levison noted that Mrs. King had endorsed 

Jnnafftr jlngsythy vhl 1 • her knshan j Hnt LavtsM 

advised her to withdrav the endorseaent after the 
assassination of her husband. Levison noted that of all 
the available nominees, Senator McCarthy is the beat 
candidate on key issues, especially on war* 


Melafonte reportedly told Levison that "they 
can break the back of a President," citing President Johnson 
whoa he said they broke on the racial issue and the 
Vietnam war. Melafonte and Levison agresd that if any 
President la not doing what they want his to do they 
would "ruin" hla. 

• - . • ••• - Y ~ 

Melafonte and Levison reportedly discussed the 
Matlonal Coaalttee of Inquiry, and Melafonte expressed 
the opinion that tbf 'Coaalttee should endorse Senator McCarthy. 
Levison asked M&lafonte if he had discussed this with 
Congressman .Jobtf vConyers of. Jllchlgan, who was lnatruaental 
In forming this toonittee. Melafonte clalaed Congressman 
Conyers had "cone around to this way of thinking," and 
the only peraon Melafonte now has to deal with Is 
Mayor Batcher. Be noted that, after the Democratic 
Matlonal Convention, if the nominee is Klee President Buaphrey, 
tbe Commit tee can "go out to our most radical position." 

* ’ «. * 1 

Melafonte said Senator McCarthy is more sensitive . 
to the things the Megro people need and is against certain 
Federal agencies. Including the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
and the Central intelligence agency. 




Bra. Blldred Stegall 


La tar. tba aouroa learned that according to 
LavlaoD it has been agreed that Bra* King till publicly 
a odor a a Sana tor McCarthy. Lav la on aotad that Senator BoCarthy 
plsoed Bra. King in an avtvard position by paying ha would - 
appoint bar aa united Stataa Aabaseador to the united Battens 
if ha la elected President. According to Levlson, it will 
aov appear Bra. King is supporting Senator BoCarthy because 
of this. 


Belafonte reportedly instructed Levlson to fet 
reservations at tba Aator Tovars, in Chicago, Illinois, 
where Belafonte will be staying, and to be in Chicago, 
by August 10, 10S8. . . — 


Bo further dlesealnatlon is being Bade of the 
above data. 




Slneerely yours. 


son ; 

The data set forth above was contained in Bev Tors 
teletypes dated 8/15/68. and 8/16/68, captioned, "Stanley David 
Levlson; Internal Security • Conmunlst , " and "Communist 
Influence in Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 

Internal Security - Communist." Informative notes on these 
teletypes indicated we would limit dissemination to the 
Shite Bouse. 

Classified "Secret" since it sets forth data from 
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this data may Jeopardise the source and be prejudicial to 
national defense Interests. .. 
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of a telegram Senator EUGENE MC CARTHY had sent to CORETTA 
KING and RALPH ABERNATHY, SCLC President, extending hi6 greet- 
ings and concern to the SCLC's Poor People's Campaign. 

They want on to discuss Presidential candidate RICHARD 
NIXON’s posture on the civil rights situation and NIXON’s 
plan of building ghetto industries owned by people in the 
ghetto. IEVISON attacked thl6 idea. 
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EUGENE MC CARTHY campaign for the presidency and mentioned 
that there was a split in the movement with two contending 
points of view. They went on to discuss thi6 situation and 
both agreed that the main concern should be stopping Vice- 
President HUMPHREY’S bid. They also discussed a speech JONES 
was to give at a MC CARTHY rally at Madison Square Garden, 

New York City, 



This information was furnished the Bureau by letter 
and LHM dated 5/22/68, captioned "SCLC - Racial Matters". 

6/3>V68 


On 6/3/68, STANLEY LEVISON and HARRY BELAFONTE 
discussed BAYARD RUSTIN’s statement cry6talising the demands 
of the Poor People's Campaign (PPC) Issued on 6/2/68. 

LEVISON was extremely critical of RUSTIN claiming that 
RUSTIN had swept aside MARTIN LUTHER KING'S program. 

On the same date LEVISON expressed his displeasure 
over RUSTIN' s changing the demands of the PPC to RALPH 
ABERNATHY, SCLC President. ABERNATHY professed to know 
nothing about RUSTIN 's change of the demands of the SCLC and 
LEVISON castigated ABERNATHY stating it was no way to run 
an organization. LEVISON also questioned the necessity of 
having a mass mobilization on 6/19/68 in Washington, D.C., 
stating it was not vital. 
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ABERNATHY blamed ANDREW YOUNG for RUSTTN being 
brought in to run the 6/19 /6t mobilization and asKed 
LEVISON for advice. 1EVISON said he did not feel he could 
give advice to ABERNATHY under the existing conditions. 


On 6/4/6 8, LtvISON and AftitftaW YOUNG discussed a 
forthcoming SCLC meeting to be held in Washington, D.C . 
LEVISON again brought up the RUSTfN matter stating that the 
PPG effort in Washington was being sabotaged by actions 
such as bringing RUST2N in to lead the 6/19/68 mobilization. 
They agreed to meet in Washington on 6/4/6c. 


This information was forwarded to the Bureau and 
interested offices by airtel and LHM dated 6/5/68 captioned 
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6/6/68 


On this date, CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE, SCLC legal 
advisor from Chicago, and STANLEY LEVISON discussed CORETTA 
KING'S determination to Keep the use of MARTIN LU THER 
KING'S name for herself. They agreed that CORETTA has been 
convinced of this by HARRY WACHTEL. LEVISON also mentioned 
a proposition of ANDREW YOUNG, SCLC Executive Vice-President, 
to* set CORETTA KING up in an office with assistants. 

On the same date, MARIAN LOGAN, SCLC Executive 
Board member told LEVISON tout the unsavory conditions she 
had found in the SCLC's Resurrection City in Washington, 

D.C. She said she had complained so bitterly that an 
Administrative Committee meeting was to be held at the Pitt 
Motel in Washington, D.C. on 6/7/68. They al6o discussed 
BAYARD RUSTXN’s call for support of the mass mobilization 
scheduled for 6 / 1 9 / 68 . 

This information was furnished to the Bureau by 
letter and LHM dated 6/12/68, captioned "SCLC - Racial 
Matters". 
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On this date, STANLEY LEVISON discussed with 
Congressman JOHN CONYERS of Michigan the National Committee 
of Inquiry. IEVISON mentioned how he had developed and 
maintained the SCLC mall appeal for the past € years and 
offered to conduct a similar operation for the National 
Committee. They agreed to meet to dl6cu66 this in Washington, 
D.C., on 6/19/68, before the SCLC*s Poor Peopled Campaign 
Solidarity Day march on Washington, D.C. LEVISON also 
suggested that CONYERS ask COFETTA KING to foln this committee. 
He also said that he favored HARRY BELAFONTE, SIDNEY POITIER 
and RICHARD HATCHER, Mayor of Gary, Indiana. 

LEVISON also recommended to CONYERS for employment 
in CONYERS* Washington Office a young man whom he described 
as a Cornell graduate who Is involved In civil rights. 

(It was subsequently Indicated that this was 
ROBERT FILNER, son of JOSEPH and SARAH FILNER, former CP 
members in Pittsburgh, Pa.; JOSEPH FIUIER being an associate 
of LEVISON.) 

This Information was furnished the Bureau by letter 
and LHM dated 6/2 5 / 68 , captioned "STANLEY DAVID LEVISON, 

IS - C". 

6/26/6Z 


On this date, STANLtf LtviSON discussed Congressman 
JOHN CONYERS* Committee of Inquiry with MOE FONER of the Drug 
and Hospital Workers Union. He 6aid he was interested in 
the committee because he felt It might be the new, young 
responsible leadership (among Negroes). He a6ked FONER if 
he would have space for a New York Office of the committee 
and FONER said he would provide a desk and telephone. 
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This information was furnished the Bureau by i 
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On this date, STANLEY LEVISON advised ANDREW 
YOUNG that MARTY PERETZ (Harvard University lecturer), 
who Is In close contact with Senator EUGENE MC CARTHY, 
wanted YOUNG and LEVISON to meet with MC CARTHY that week. 

LEVISON then contacted PERETZ and told him 
YOUNG had agreed to the meeting as long as It was private. 

PERETZ said he would contact LEVISON about the exact date 
of the meeting. 

This information was furnished to the Bureau, 

Boston and WFO by teletype dated 7/5/66, captioned "STANLEY 
DAVID IEVISON, IS-C". 

7/19.21/66 

On 7/19/68, CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE, SCLC legal advisor 
In Chicago, and STANLEY IEVISON discussed the composition of 
a new SCLC Research Committee suggested by RALPH ABERNATHY, 

SCLC president. They agreed to a meeting of this committee 
In New York City on 7/25/66. 

On 7/21/68, IEVISON was in contact with BAYARD 
RUSTIN who told LEVISON of a request he received from RALPH 
ABERNATHY to Intercede with NORMAN COUSINS (Editor of 
"Saturday Review") to get Mrs. ABERNATHY an invitation to 
a conference of women being held In New York by COUSINS on 
7/23/66. RUSTIN also told LEVISON of an attempt made to depose 
ABERNATHY as the SCLC leader while he, RUSTIN, was coordinator 
of the 6/19/68 mobilization. 

RUSTIN also mentioned that ABERNATHY had requested 
him to make a major speech at the forthcoming SCLC Nattonal 
Convention and he and LEVISON discussed how RUSTIN should 
handle this request. They also discussed the lack of 
organization and leadership within the SCLC. 

RUSTIN also mentioned his involvement with a 
committee which is to support the challenge of the Mississippi ; 
delegation to the Democratic National Convention. 
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- contact with CORETTA KING as well a6 the state of the 
leadership of the SCLC, He told her of the purpose of the 
Research Committee and furnished to CORETTA* s aide a 
speech he had prepared for her. 


This information was furnished to the Bureau 
and interested offices by letter and LHM dated 7/24/68, 
captioned "SCLC - Racial Matters". 

e/i/6e 


On this date, STANLEY LEVISON and Congressman 
JOHN CONYERS of Michigan discussed the National Committee 
of Inquiry being formed by CONYERS. CONYERS noted that an 
office was being opened in Washington. D.C. and that a press 
conference was being called for 8/2 /6c. He further 
named the members of the Executive Committee and noted that 
members of the National Committee had met with Senator 
MC CARTHY in Detroit on 7/27/68. 

LEVISON and CONYERS then discussed MC CARTHY with 
LEVISON telling CONYERS of a meeting he and ANDREW YOUNG had 
with Senator MC CARTHY. He noted that MC CARTHY did 
eventually follow through on a number of things they suggested 
to him. 


LEVISON also asked CONYERS about a mailing of a 

- » 1 t ^ 4. X ^ /..U A ^ 4. 4 Am* « _■ _ ■ 4 

i ujju aupecix letter iwuicn iu net ion u&vj.dun naa on area 'to 

handle) and CONYERS said he had Intended to contact LEVISON 
about it. 


IEVISON agreed with CONYERS* idea to form a loose 
organisation "Friends of the National Committee of Inquiry". 
LEVISON suggested that the Drug and Hospital Employees Union 
could be helpful in New York and strongly recommended 
CLEVELAND ROBINSON, Treasurer of District 65 , Retail Whole- 

iftla anH Hono r f *na nf Cf Av*a awe TTn 4 aa f ho HAmml f f *a a# 
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Inquiry. CONYERS agreed to contact ROBINSON Immediately. 
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. _ * ThlB Information was furnished the Bureau and 

interested offices by ^urgent teletype captioned "STANLEY 


interested oiTices by urgen 
XEV1S0N, IS - C" on 6/5/68. 
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During the past 90 days voluminous pertinent 
information has heen received through this tesur depicting 
the extent of Levlson's influence over Mrs. King and SCLC 
leaders. Levlson's manipulations in regard to the presidential 
candidates have also been Indicated by this installation. 

Some examples follow: 

On May 16, 1968, Levison discussed the presidential 
candidates and agreed that the main concern was to stop 

Vice President Humphrey's bid. 

On June 3 and 4, 1968, Levison discussed a proposed 
mass demonstration scheduled for June 19, 1968, in 
Washington, D. C, , in connection with the Poor People's 
Campaign and why Bayard Rustin was chosen to run the 
demonstration. 

t 

* 

* * * 

On June 17, 1968, Levison discussed with Congressman 
John Conyers of Michigan the formation of a National Committee 
of Inquiry consisting of Negroes who decided yhether or not a 
candidate for public office should be endorsed.* Levison also 
recommended a young man for Conyer's staff. The young man was 
subsequently identified as the son of former Communist Party 
members. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

On July 4, 1968, Levi son vas Instrumental in 
arranging a meeting between Senator Eugene McCarthy and 
Levlson and Andrew Young, Vice President of the SCLC. 

* < 

On August 1, 1968, Levlson discussed the results 
of the meeting of Senator McCarthy, Andrew Young, and 
himself. He also discussed the composition of the Executive 
Board of the National Committee of Inquiry and some of the 
activities of that group. 

Because of the extreme importance of knowing the 
communist influence in the civil rights movement at this 
critical time In the Nation's social history, plus the 
demonstrated past value of this source, it Is recommended 
that it be continued for another 90 days. 

The Attorney General authorized continuation 
of this telephone surveillance effective July 1, 1966, 



t 

* 

i 



5 


: 


ihio w Lffi tm. » C 

* - S**TJ-* ' 

Pr. » t*. c^^!*wuj* ^ 

UNITED STATES GOVf| rMENT 


s 


TO 


oc 


Memorandum 

DIRECTOR, FBI (100-392*52) fi 


f 

i 

\ 

Q 


* 



| subject: 




8 AC, FEW YORK (100-111180) 

O 

8TANIET DAVID lEVISOW 
IS — c 

(00: FEW YORK) 


)(' 


date: 

CONFjtNTlAt' 


8/40/68 


ALL TRFIOATICN COKTAIBEJ) 
HETXIB IS UNCLASSIFIED X 
EXCEPT ICHERE SHOIB - 
01 HQOTZSK 




buy V.S. Swings bonds Regularly an tie Payroll Savings Plan 


'r. FV* - w 

't" : 

' ’ ' ' V. 




i fvr ' * ?**' * * r/S - 1 


c. 







f- 

X 




H iVj* ■* 

mAi 





UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT 



or JUSTICE 


FEDERAL UREAL OF INVESTIGATION 

Hew York, New York 


AVCJ 0 1968 

Stanley David Levleon 
Internal Securlty-C 


1-j.cz^r r?r2 shows 

OTHEEWiss 



This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). It 
is the property of the FBI and la loaned to your agency; It and 
Its contents are not t t o be^distrlbuted outside your agency. 

■ 1 


euss. * *"• « 5 fe!i:- 

sr« sss* 


/OO-^SS^f 



Excluded ^brn Automatic 
ind 


‘tun 

H' - - • • 

- 1 * - 








4-750 ( 2 - 7 - 79 ) 


r 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 


* 2 - 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statement* *, where 
indicated,, explain this deletion. 


IS Deleted under exemption* s) 


6/6 


2C. 


material available for release to you. 


with no segre gable 


CD Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

CD Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

* 

□ Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) - - 

was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 

as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


□ For your information: 


12 


The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 


} 

* 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
X DELETED PAGE(S) X 
9 NO DUPLICATION FEE Y 
X FOR THIS PAGE X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 


WUl/OOJ 




; I 0-24-6?) 


L 






<■ 

i 

:< 

u 

V 


- T* 


1 

> 

* 

zt 


V • ■ *• 

*•4 


.NJ 


1 • Mr. C* D« Brenna n (Att: 

- «a«flT' 

WTT.Il* IS W 



CM) 100-392452 *ssi« XS 

jt C EK WHIP! SHWS 

Director ' OTHB*I» ^ 

Bureau of Intelligence and Research ■* 1 ‘ 

Department of State 




September U t 1066 


\>oc. ' 


Dear Sir: 


RE: STANLEY DAVID LEVI SON 

1LTXRKAL SECURITY • COilttJNIST 


/ 
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attached in nr. exhibit envelope. As in the past, an appropriate 
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Bureau of Intelligence and Research 
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Dear Sir 


RE: STANLEY DAVIS LEV I SON 

INTERNAL SECURITY - COMMUNIST 


Reports concerning the subject (or subjects) X] have been □ are 
being furnished to you under separate cover. 


Very truly yours. 
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Director 
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Internal Security Hi vision 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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Hew York, Hew York 
October 15, 1966 
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Gormmist Infiltration of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) 
Internal Security - C 
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A WA AHW1V 


information in the past, ascertained on October 14 , 1966, 
that on that date, Clarence Jones was in contact with 
Stanley Levison. According to the souroe, Levison alluded' 
to a meeting of the National Comittee of Inquiry held in 
Gary, Indiana, the weokend of October 15, 19b6, which he 
said he attended. 
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SCLC Executive Vico President and Richard Hatcher, Gary, 

Indiana Mavra*. • ^ 


Levison noted that at the mooting there was a 
majority ready to endorse Vice President Hubert Hrasphrey 
with qualifications but that Humphrey made a tactical 
mistake. He said Humphrey did not wont to attond the 
meeting and in addition cane out with a "law and order" 
speech the night before the meeting. Levison stated that 

fhesa ^UA 6Vi4wna aVkhmaJ it* a*. * Jk I i I 


Indiana Mayor. 

Levison noted that when Young and Hatcher 
ehanged their position in the middle of the meeting, the 
meeting split in half and nothing eould be accomplished. 
He said there was great concern that the oomolttee must 

? o on, that it has a role to play in political life and, 

_f it §ndor|fri Wfilllll ho ofto^Va/J Ktr w! 1 jfagf a 

on the ground that it is just another appendage of the 
Democrat Party. 
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Cosmunlst Infiltration of the Southern 
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."The -Hew 'York Tines", a Hew York' city dally 
newspaper, October 15, 1968, page 34, 
colunns 1-3 contained an article "Kegroes 
Set Price to Aid Humphrey" datelined 
October 14, 1968, at Gary, Indiana* This 

tjotid thftt * j^Aua conforcnCw wa j 

been called to announce the decision of the 
committee, reached the previous day, not 
to give Vice President Humphrey even a qualified . 
endorsement* The article notes that the 
comittee was formed in March 1968, by 
Representative John Conyers Jr. of Michigan 
with the aid of Martin Luthor King to investi- 
gate the positions of the Presidential 
candidates and make recossendatlons to the 
Hegro voters. 


A confidential source. Who has furnished reliable 
Information in the past, oh February 26, 1957# ’■ 
identified a photograph of Clarence Jones as a 
person whoa he knew during late 1953* or early 
1954* to be a member of and in a position 
of leadership in the Labor Youth League (lYl).flL 

The LYL has been designated pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450* 
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Doris Jones Filner 



Joseph Filner is a white, Bale, fire feet .nine 
inches, heavy build, hazel eyes, light brown hair, who 
was born on Septeaber 11, 1913*. • L^Lt. 

Stanley Levison is a white. Bale, five feet seven - 'T'-V 
eight inches, 155 pounds, bron greying hair, brown eyes s ~ 
and wears glasses. Be was bom Nay 2, 1912. . 
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Report* concerning the eubject (or aubjecte) B have been D are 
being fumiehed to you under separate cover. 

Very truly youra. 


Edgar Ho^ ^ 
^Director 


Enclosure 

1 * Assistant Attorney General (Enclosure) 
Internal Security Division 


Enclosures to roesplsnts arc copies of i letterhead 
■eaortnduB dated 11-16-68 captioned, "Stanley David Lev Ison, 
Internal Security - Cosaunistt Joseph Eyaan nicer. Security / . 
Hatter - Coanunist . hf 
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ReNYlet, 11/15/68, captioned "STANLEY DAVID LEVISON; 
JOSEPH HYMAN FILNERj SM-C". 
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This document contains neither - 
recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 
It is the property of the FBI and is loaned 
to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your ^gency. 
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There ere enclosed fo^th^Bureau 11 copies of an \ 

LHM containing Information fromflBHH^K on 11/22/68, 
concerning STANLEY LEVISON* S an HARRY BELAPONTE'S Intention 
to persuade JOHN CONYERS to giveup his post as Chairman of the 
National Committee of Inquiry. (Vf\ k/ . 
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«<L INFOWATIO* COIUtB * 

®*in is wcussiiin / 
excep t where shop . 
Stanley Levi eon OiHSDnsi 
Internal Securlty-C 


A confidential source, who has furnished reliable 
Information in the past; learned on November 22 } 1968, that on 
that date both Stanley Levi eon and Harry Belafonte'were 
critical of John Conyere (Congressman from Detroit, Michigan). 
Levlson and Belafonte agreed that Conyers is not doing the 
job as Chairman of the National Committee of Inquiry and that 
they must persuade him to surrender this and make 

) It a rotating job with the first chairman )/ybe eithe r Dick 
Tr/* Hat cher (Mayor of Ga ry. Indiana ) or Juliabfcfiond (Georgia 
/ ^legisl ator). / " 

Subsequently, on November 22, 1968, the source learned 
that John Conyere agreed to meet with Levlson and Belafonte 
at their convenience that weekend. This meeting was later 


bi meir convenience xnex weeitena. inie meeting wee lexer j 
arranged for noon on November 23, 1968, at Belafonte' s place. A 
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On 8/11/68, ANDREW YOUNG, Executive Vice President, 
SCLC end STANLEY LEVIS ON discussed putting seme competent 
person in charge of SCLC operations in New York* 

They also discussed the Poor People's representation 
at the Republican National Convention with LEVIS ON criticising 
RALPH ABERNATHY for being slow-witted. LEVIS ON also criticised 
ABERNATHY for going with Governor KIRK of Plorlda to the 
community where an outbreak of violence occurred during the 
convention. _ . _ 


YOUNG mentioned that he was supposed to give the 
key-note address at the SCLC convention in Memphis, Tennessee 
and mentioned what he planned to talk about. LEVISON offered 
tome suggestions. 

This information was submitted to the Bureau and 
Interested offices by alrtel and LHM, dated 8/13/68, and 
captioned "COMINFIL SCLC; IS-C". 

8/13/68 


On 8 / 13 / 68 , BARRY BELAFONTE aid STANLEY LEVISON 
discussed a request of CORETTA KING to requisition 50 £ of 
the SCLC Fund. LEVISON explained that the fund involved was 
the MARTIN LUTHER KINO Memorial Fund which was established with 
the understanding that it be shared with CORETTA. 

BELAFONTE asked LEVISON to discuss this matter with 
SCLC aide, BERNARD LEE, when LEVISON met with him. on 8/14/68, 
because BELAFONTE felt a confrontation was Imminent between 
the SCLC and CORETTA KING. LEVISON noted he would meet with 
LKB • 


This information was furnished to the Bureau and 
Interested offices by alrtel and LHM dated 8/15/68, and 
captioned "COMINFIL SCLC; IS-C". 
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8A5/68 



On 8 A 5/68, HARRY BELAFONTE told LEVISON that the 
National Committee of Inquiry met with (Senator GEORGE S.) 

MC GOVERN on 8/1 4/68, and that there la no essential differences 
between MC GOVERN and (Senator EUGENE) MC CARTHY. 

BELAFONTE asked LEVTSON if he had any objection to 

CORETTA KING endorsing a candidate. He also indicated that 

he was In favor of endorsing Senator MC CARTHY and felt the Committee 

of Inquiry should endorse him. 


LEVISON said he would go along provided the en dor se- 
ment Is carefully worded. He also said he would let CORETTA 
KING know that he was in favor of her endorsing MC CARTHY. 


t»rr soAifiw t fnrrdAtr 

P£.unr V111& ouiu wuuau uuir 

that NIXON Is an evil force and should be defeated. 


LEVISON agreed to be in Chicago on 8A9/68 for a 

meeting. 


This Information was sent to the Bureau and Chicago 
by teletype dated 8A5/68, with copies to interested offices. 
The teletype was captioned "6TANLEY DAVID LEVIS ON; IS-C" • 

9/9/68 


On this date the Source made available the travel 
plans of STANLEY LEVISON to leave New York City oh 9A9/68, 
for a business trip to Quayaqull, Ecuador. 

This Information was furnished the Bureau by LHM 
dated 9A6/68, and captioned "STANLEY DAVID LEVISON; IS-C". 

10/6/68 


On this date the source advised that LEVISON had 
returned from Ecuador on the night of 10/5/68. 1 
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This Information was furnished the Bureau By LHM, 
dated 10/9/68, under the subject's caption* 

10/14/68 


On 10/14/68, STANLEY LEVIS ON, in contact with CLARENCE 
»j-j.udecl to a meeting of the National Committee of Inquiry 
held in Gary, Indiana, the weekend of 10/13/68, which LEVISON 
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T WrTOMT AL* >.^14 
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Vice President HUMPHREY with qualifications but that HUMPHREY'S 
•law and order" speech the night before plus his reluctance 
to attend the meeting, changed the position Of ANDREW YOUNG 
and Mayor RICHARD HATCHER of Gary, Indiana* He said this split 
the meeting and that no endorsement was made* 


This information was furnished the Bureau and interest- 
ed offices by airtel and LHM dated 10A5/68, captioned "COMINFIL 
SCLC: IS-C", 

10/28/68 

On 10/28/68, LEVISON conferred with ANDREW YOUNG, about 

mw Lnrm sm Ainrmml a * - — a ^ a 

ocucLwwi j&uucaiiL* rzu w/uuni o lor^nccming cnagrseiaeni m vice 
President HUMPHREY on 10/30/68* YOUNG said he had arranged the 
meeting at which the announcement would be made* YOUNG also 
said that MC CARTHY wanted him to arrange a meeting with HUMPHREY. 

LEVISON felt that MC CARTHY would meet with HUMPHREY 
reluctantly and does not want to arrange the meeting himself. 
LEVISON suggested having one OFIELD DUKE in Vashington,D*C. 
handle the arrangements. 


LEVISON also discussed C0RETTA KING'S endorsement of 
HUMPHREY at a press conference on 10/29/68. 

This inf orma t 1 on ^waa furnished to the Bureau and f 
Atlanta by teletype 10/28/68, with copies to interested offices* 
It was captioned XOMINFIL SCLC; IS-C*. 
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Levi son, s long-tine communist, was a principal advisor 
to the late Martin Luther King, Jr. , and King's Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC). He has continued In this capacity^ 
for King's successor and King's widow. He Is particularly 
active In fund-raising and his counsel Is sought in a number of 
areas in the field of civil rights. Including political considerations. 
Because of this communist Influence, this tesur is of great value 
and importance to national security. 

During the past 90 days, this tesur has furnished an 
abundance of Information concerning Levlson's Influence over the 
affairs of the SCLC and over other aspects of the civil rights 
movement. The source has furnished considerable information about 
the "in-fighting" within the SCLC In which friction and dissension 
haue developed since the death of King. Also, Information was 
received about the activities of the National Committee of Inquiry 
concerning the 1968 national elections. This committee is composed 
of a number of Negroes who evaluate political candidates and decide 
which candidates will be endorsed. Levi son was In on the setting 
up of this committee and has been frequently contacted concerning 
its deliberations. 

Because the civil rights movement Is a target for 
Gosmsilst Party influence and control, the valuable information 
received from this tesur is unique in that Levlson's position in 
the civil rights movement has made him the trusted confidant of 
a number of civil rights leaders, activists, and manipulators who* 

®re quite candid in their discussions with him because of his long 
history of association with them and/or their associates. 
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It Is recommended that this source be continued 
for another 90 days . 


i t 

The Attorney General authorized continuation of this 
telephone surveillance for three months affective 
October 1, 1968. 
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The Attorney General under date of 12/31/63 approved 
our request for continuation of Electronic Surveillances for 
a period of three months effective 1/1/69. Eis approval 
was noted in writing on our memorandum of 12/24/66, which is 
attached in an exhibit envelope. As in the past, an appropriate 
record will be Bade in each case file showing Attorney General's 
approval . 


action: 


None. For information. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-392*52) 
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STANLEY DAVID" LEVISON 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
(00: NY) 
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an LHM containing Information fromMMH^Bon 2/I7/69, 
which concerns a discussion betweeWlvOrBELL and STANLEY 
LEVISON concerned with the National Committee of Inquiry. 
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The NYO has no information concerning the JESSIE 
BELL mentioned in this LHM. LEVISON a eked 0*DELL if he saw 
HATCHER end O'DELL replied that he didn't aee him directly but 
saw his "chief". LEVISON asked if this was JESSIE BELL and 
O'DELL said it was. O'DELL then said he would be ln/touch 
with "him" the next day and LEVISON said that HARRY TBELAFONTE) 
wants to have dinner with "him". J 

thpf”htm n referred to is 
and in order to stake this ' 


f 




The NYO believes tha. 

RICHARD HATCHER of Gary, Indiumf' ana in oraer 10 stake this 
LHM meaningful it is so repoiRso in the LHM. JAa 1 
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1- Detroit (INFO) (Enel. 1) (RM; 

1- Indianapolis (INFO) (Enel. 1) (RM) 

1- New York (100-91330) (H.P. O'DELL) (*J) rrg gi 1969 
1- New York (100-lll6o4) (HARRY BELAFONTE) 

1- New York 1157-2893) (NCI) (*3) 
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STATES DEPARTMENT OF^STICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


fc 

FUtJV*. 


• New York, New York 

** r * Feburery 20, 196? 

Buttle 100-392*52 
NYflle 100-111160 


ALL INFORMATION COKTAIMED 
RZRE1R IS URCLASSIFIBi ' 
EXCEPT WHIM SHOW 
0TSE8HSS ^ 


Stanley Dafrld Levleon 
Internal. Security - Communist 


A confidential source, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, ascertained that on February 17, 19 ©9, 
JAck O'Dell and Stanley Levlson discussed matters pertaining * 
to the National Committee of Inquiry (NCI). O'Dell, who 
indicated he had returned to New York from a trip out of 
town,\iold Levison that he had not seen Hatcher (Mayor 
Richard^atcher of tery, Indiana) but did see Hatcher's 
assistant, one Jessi\Bell. O'Dell Indicated he was uncertain 
about one point to be \>rought up and contacted Levison because 
he planned to be in touch with Hatcher on February 18, 1969. 

Levison said he had made arrangements with Harry 
(Belefonte) who would like to have dinner with him. He 
suggested that O'Dell ask Hatcher If he could be available 
for the dinner get together. He added that O'Dell could tell 
him that Harry and himself want to discuss the NCI. 


Levison felt that if Belefonte had no objection, 

O'Dell should be present but O'Dfell was hesitant. Levison 
explained that O'Dell's presence might be good but that he would 
not force this issue with Belafonte if Belefonte felt the 
dinner should only include^thcse who have been involved in 
the NCI. Levison, according *to the source, finally felt O'Dell 
should not be present because they were going tc\haye to say 
a great deal that will be confidential about Johift£onyers , 
Congressman from Detroit, Michigan. *'■ 


mils document contains neither 
recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your 
agency; it and its contents are 
not to be distributed outside 
your agency. t 
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Stanley Defcid Leviaon 


The NCI was formed In June, 1968, 
with Congressmen John Conyers of 
Michigan as its temporary chatfman. 

It was announced as a panel of leading 
Negroes in the United States whose 
purpose we b to evaluate all Presidential 
candidates. 


ir\dida 

ic»tV: 


Jack’V’Dell is listed in the Pall, 1968,“' , . 

issue of "Freedomway s" Magazine, under *' ; ) 

the name J. HAO'Dell, as its Associate 7 

Managing Editor. 

A characterization of Freedomways 
Associates, Incorporated, publisher of 
"freedomways" Magazine is attached. 



kl 


The TCL has been designated pursuant 
to Executive Order 10450. 
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FREEDOMWAYS associates, inc. 


The records of the New York State Secretary of 
• state, Albany, New York, show that the Certificate of 
Incorporation of Freedomways Associates, Inc., was filed on 
March 2, 1961. 

On May 24, 1961, a source advised that a report was 
given on "Freedomways" at a meeting of the National Board, 
Communist Party, U.S.A. (CPUSA), held on May 24, 1961. It 
was stated that the central purpose of "Freedomways" is to 
develop a theory and positive criticism of currents in the 
Negro Movement, as well as to raise the level of understanding 
and discussion taking place in Negro life today and to project 
a socialist and pro-Soviet orientation. 

On May 25, 1961, a second source advised that 
"Freedomways" was set up for the CPUSA by JAMES JACKSON. 

The Second Quarter, 1966, issue of "Freedomways," 
self-described as "A Quarterly Review of the Negro Freedom 
Movement" published by Freedomways Associates. Incorporated, 
799 Broadway, New York City, lists the following as its 
editorial staff: 


JOHN HENRIK CLARKE, Associate Editor 
ESTHER JACKSON, Managing Editor 
J. H. O'DELL, Associate Managing Editor 
JOHN L. DEVINE, Art Editor 



A third source made available information on 
July 1, 1964, indicating that JOHN HENRIK CLARKE attended 
the first and founding meeting of the American Institute 
for Marxist Studies (AIMS) which was held on December 19, 

1963, and continued on January 10, 1964. 

♦ » 

This source also made available information on 
August 14, 1964, indicating that CLARKE is an "Associate" of 
-AIMS* • • - 


On March 16, 1966, a fourth source advised that 
JAMES JACKSON, accompanied by his wife, ESTHER JACKSON, was 
scheduled to depart on March 25, 1966, from the United States 
an route to Moscow to attend the 23rd Congress of the CP 
of the Soviet union. This source described JAMES JACKSON 




© 
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Stanley Betid Levi. jgg!l£I* (COW^Dj 

* 

ptEEDOHWAYS ASSOCIATE S. INC. (CONT'D) 

A BftDbtr o f tht Natlonftl ComoIttaCi CPUSA# 

This source idviicd in July) 1962, test is of 
that period, O'DELL was considered by the CPUSA, as being 
a member of its National Committee* 

On January 30, 1961, SYLVIA M. BRENKEIt 5 EV ?^5l 
*1$ South 50th Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, advised 

that her former husband, JACK DEVINE, rp^^hii 

17, 1960, that he was still in the CP and that *the CP is his 

whole life* , 

On July 24, 1963, a fifth source described JOHN 
.DEVINE as a CP member* * 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDEAAL SUBEAU OF INVESTIGATION jMfOlOiAtlOK C0*1AIB*1» 

New York, New York ns&i* I s UKCLASSiil®i ' 

Fdruary 26. 1969 except wijpz show 

otheptt^ -- 

Stanley David I*vison . Racial Matters, 
Internal Seeurity-C 



This document contains neither re oo emendations nor 
conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). It 
Is the property of the FBI and Is loaned to your agency; It and 
Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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TO: 

FROM: 

S03JECT; 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-392*52) 
SAC, HEW YORK (100-1111 80) 

stanle/2evison 


I 

.L. 


RACIAL MATTERS, 

IS-C 

(00: NY) 



, lfcere -ere enclose! 

containing informs tion f r»m( 
contact between Congresaman! 





ureau XI copies of an IHM 
on 2/25/69, concerning a 
RS of Detroit and . 


STANLEY LEVIS ON about the National Committee of Inquiry. 
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Information copies of this LHM are being furnished 
Atlanta, Detroit and UFO. To Atlanta because of ita interest 
in LEVISON and his relations with the SCLC and to UFO because 
of its Interest In the NCI. Detroit has an interest in JOHN 
CONYERS. * 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDEXAL BUXEAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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New York, New York 
February 27# 19^9 

ait TKrnn ; ATiOH cornier 

JSFZir is urcmssiihd 

ir.rni rHERISHOW 
OSHSSflSEv^ 


Stanley David Levison 
Racial Matters-Internal Security 
Communist 


A confidential source# who has furnished reliable 
information in to/ past, advised on February 25, 1969, that 
AiiiJx Congressman JohrVbonyers of Detroit end Stanley Levison. 

discussed the National Committee of Inquiry (NCI). According 
P*yr* to the source, Levison suggested that, in view of the ~ 

demands on Conyers' time, someone else should be given the 
responsibility of moving the NCI forward. Levison stated 
the NCI cannot move without conte ct with Conyers and suggested 
they schedule an executive committee meeting.^ Conyers agreed. 



ting. Conyers agreed. 
•ry^Belafonte, who is 


most 


Levison also mentioned that Han 
Interested in the NCI, Is disappointed with’the way things 
are going. He added that he and Belafonte agree that things 
are not going right in the (civil rights) movement and that 
there is no direction in the movement. 

Levison agreed with Conyers that there hardly is a 
movement. He said one of the reasons for this is the Inactivity 
of the leadership. He also mentioned that no one has come 
forward with a program. - * 


This document contains neither 
recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your 
agency; It and its contents ere 
not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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Stanley David Levison 


Levison expressed the opinion that the movement 
must turn political and Conters agreed. He maintained that 
the basis was laid b^'the ©ljjjcivil rights movement, that 
the movement has no issue to move it, and that It has to 
be picked up by political power. According to Levison, the 
one place there is power 16 in political power because Negroes 
have the numbers which will guarantee it. However, nobody 
has organized it as yet. * 


. „ , _ Conyers advised Levison he would meet with Levison 
and Belefonte on Kerch 13; lfc, 1969. 
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Attached concerns conversation 
between Stanley Levi son, long- tine 
secret Communist Party member end 
advisor to late Martin Luther 
King, Jr,, end Congressman John 
Conyers, of Detroit, regarding 
National Committee of Inquiry, e 
Negro group formed during last 
election to pass on political 
candidates. Conyers to meet vith 
Levi son end entertelner Harry 
Belafonte. Information will be 
disseminated to Secret Service, 
military intelligence agencies, 
and appropriate divisions of the 
Department. •; ‘ ‘ 
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□ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request 

□ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


□ Document**) originating with the following government agencyties) 


. , was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Pagets) referred for consultation to the following government agencyties); 


as the information originated with them. You will 


be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 
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I~~l Docomentts) originating with the following government agencyties) 
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On 11/11/68 the source furnished the travel plans of 
STANLEY LEVISON and JOSEPH FIDNER and their wives for a 
trip to Japan and return. - 


ThiE Information was furnished to the Bureau by letter 
and IflM dated 11/15/68, captioned "STANLEY DAVID LEVISON; 
IS-C : JOSEPH HYMAN FILNER; SM-C". 


^ ^ /o h /£LQ 

a. j-/ f 


On 11/2V68, the source advised that STANLEY LEVISON 
was ill with the flu and that he and his wife had cancelled 
their trip to Japan. . „ 


This information wse furnished to the Bureau by letter 
and LHM dated 11/26/68, captioned "STANLEY DAVID LEVISON; IS-C". 


11/18/68 


On 11/18/68, STANLEY LEVISON discussed with CORETTA K3NG_ 
the subject matter of an address which ahe was to deliver at " 
a dinner on 11/22/68. LEVISON paid he had prepared a draft of 
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This Information was furnished the Bureau and Atlanta 
by letter end LHM dated 11/22/66, captioned "COMINFIL SOLO; 
IS-C". 

11 / 22/68 ? - 

On 11/22/68, STANLEY LEVISON and HARRY BELAFONTE were > " 
critical of JOHN CONYERS (US Congressman from Detroit). They 
agreed that CONYERS is not doing the Job as Chairman of the 
National Committee of Inquiry and that they must persuade him ■ 
to surrender this position and make it a rotating position. *'• 

•• • } 
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On the same date CONYERS agreed to meet with LEVISON and ‘ ' 

BELA.FONTE on 11/23/68 at BELAFONTE's place, - ' - > 


Thla Information was sent to the Bureau and Interested 
offices by letter end LHM dated 11/29/68, captioned "STANLEY 
LEVISON; IS-C”. 

12 / 3/68 

On 12/3/68, STANLEY LEVISON and ANDREW YOUNG, Executive _ - 

Vice President of the SCLC, discussed JACK O’DELL and his _ - 

future relationship with the SCLC. YOUNG said that O’DELL 

haE agreed to work in New York and indicated that pert of Ms work 

would concern the film on M. L, KING, Jr. 

LEVISON expressed his intention to follow up on this 
matter with O'DELL. 


This information was furnished the Bureau end Atlanta 
by letter and LHM dated 12/9/68, captioned "COMINFIL ECLC; 

to rt N 
AC-Lr • 


12 / 7/68 r . • * ... ... ; . ' 

( - - “ ’ W r • * w v 

On 12/7/68, STANLEY LEVISON and JACK O'DELL discussed * / r 
O'DELL'S working with the SCLC. O'DELL said he was considering 
working for the SCLC but wanted to discuss it with LEVISON. 

He noted that he had met with ANDREW YOUNG, SCLC Executive 
Vice President, and had attended the last day of a three-day 
SCLC staff meeting but wanted more insight from LEVISON. 


They sgreed to meet for further discussion on 12/9/68 j ’ 

at LEVISON 's office. , - . •/ . - .r. 
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This information was sent to the Bureau and Atlanta by ‘ 
letter and LHM dated 12/12/68, captioned "COMINFIL SCLC; - If 
IS-C". ' * 
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On 1/6/69, STANLEY LEVISON told HARRY VACHTEL that'./*'' : 
JACK O'DELL will have three function® with the SCLC, one, */ 
the picture project on the life of R. L. KING, Jr.} two, 
future SCLC benefit®; and three, whatever office® are - * 
a till operating in New York that are etill SCLC or quesl-SCLC. 


On the same date, LEVISON gave advice to CORETTA KING 
on\ matter® that involved her personally. 


^ This inf oration wa® sent to the Bureau and interested 7 ' 

office® by air tel -and IHM captioned "C9MINFIL SCLC; 1S- C". "V. ! - 

•\ 1A2, 12/69 > % ^ 

On 1/12/69, STANLEY LEVTSON commented on a meeting ^ ’ 

recently held in Atlanta, Ge. concerning the M.L. KING * * 

Memorial Center. He aaid It was hoped that the four blotk6 
from KING'® home to the church will be made into a memorial 
. center. He said he got the eost involved down to 20 million 
dollars. .. ■ V ~.V- 


On 1/13/69, LEVISON again referred to meeting concerned 
' with the M. L. KING Memorial Center. He said that KINGS® father 
.-praised him, . LEVISON, at the meeting wnich speech devastated 
Professor__VINCENT HARDING who is supposed to be in charge of the 
. center. He 6aid this was bo because HARDING is a black " ‘ 

nationalist and dislikes LEVISON. - '7 


This information was sent to the Bureau and Atlanta by 
air tel and IHM dated 2/15/69, captioned "COMINFIL SCLC; IS-C". 

1/13/69 ' ' . :• v ‘ ;r *** ' 

. # # . : .* ' *•* <■ * ~ f . ~\zt- 

On 1/13/69, STANLEY LEVISON stated that JOSEPH FILNER 

Va e *»/> hea a /4 a ma nnw K 01 1 c a 4 n fnffl finM Af A wl +.h T ' m-. ' '■** 

|»HB ^IWi Cl luauvi IIWUH6 411 JU* l*W V v VV ^ 

chauffeur and servants and plans to spend three months each/. 7 > 
year in England working on a project (not explained). , .A 
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This information was forwarded to the Bureau by letter^, 
and IHK dated 1/20/69, and captioned "JOSEPH HYMAN FILNERf ' 
SM-C". • . ,#* 

l/2Ti 28/69 \ ;‘l' 
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told SCLC official JOSEPH 
LOWERY that the new SCLC money appeal letter should contain 
a statement on enti-semiti 6 m especially In the New York 
area. LOWERY agreed but said he would diacuES it with SCLC 
president RALPH ABERNATHY. - 




They sIeo discussed a recent statement by JAMES BEVEL, 
SCLC official, regarding the Innocence of JAMES EARL RAY, 
alleged assassin of M.L. KING, Jr. LEVTSON was critical - 

of ABERNATHY'S statement supporting BEVEL. 

On 1/28/69, DORA MC DONALD, SCLC Secretary told LEVISON 
that ABERNATHY had wanted to talk to LEVISON beforeaa press 
conference he wa 6 holding to get LEVISON' s advice on what he 
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This information was sent to the Bureau and Interested ’ 
offices by air tel and LHM dated 1/30/69,-Jcaptioned "COMINFIL > 
SCLC; IS-C". 

2 A/S 9 - - . - 


On 2/4/69, DORA MC DONALD, SCLC Secretary contacted 
STANLEY LEVISON concerning CORETTA KINO'S intention of - 
contacting president NIXON thatf afternoon to ask for help * 
with the M.L. KING Memorial Center. • - ^ \ _ 

* " ■ . \ . * m - ■% . 1 ! v # t.'V 

LEVISON counseled that there was nothing wrong with this 
m 5 i m * CORETTA took the approach thit it li not a « 
question of asking the President for a favor byt rather that * 
the government owes it to the Negroes and to the memory of-. - 
M.L. KING, Jr. to establish a memorial* 7 
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This Information wee telephonicelly furnished the 
Bureau on 2/4/69, followed by a teletype the same date 
captioned "COMINFIL SCLC; IS-C". 







Levi son Is a long- 1 lee commit t. He ess s principal 
advisor to the late Martin Luther King, Jr., and King's Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) . He has continued In 
this capacity for King's widow and to a certain extent to King's 
successor in the SCLC, Ralph D. Abernathy* The fund-raising 
for the SCLC is under Levlson's general supervision and his 

counsel is sought in a number of areas in the civil rights 

field, including political considerations. Because of this 
communist influence in a civil rights organisation with the 
stature of the SCLC, this tesur is of great value and Importance 
to national security. 

During the past 90 days, this tesur has continued to 
furnish valuable information concerning Levlson's influence over 
the affairs of the SCLC, other aspects of the civil rights 
movement, his evaluation of various civil rights issues, his 
Influence over political figures active in civil rights, and 
the friction and dissension present in the SCLC under 
Abernathy's leadership. Information from this surveillance 
which was given high level dissemination Included the employment 
of Jack O'Dell, member of the Communist Party, USA, National 
Committee, as aide to the President of the SCLC; and the 
intention of Coretta King to contact President Nixon regarding 
the Martin Luther King Memorial Center which she wants the 
Government to establish. 

This telephone surve 11 lance was last approved 
by the Attorney General on 12/31/68. 

It is recommended that this source be continued 

for another 90 days. 
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The Attorney General under date of 3/28/69 approved 
"Our request for continuation of Electronic Surveillances for 
a period of three months effective 4/1/69. His approval 
was noted in writing on our memorandum of 3/24/69, which is 
attached in an exhibit envelope. As in the past, an appropriate 
record will be made in each case file showing Attorney General's 
approval . ~ 

ACTION : 

None. For, Information. 
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1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Branigan 
1 - Mr. Cotter 
1 - Mr. G. C. Moore 
1 - Mr. Gray 
1 - Mr. Manual! 

1 - Mr . C. D. Brennan 
1 J 


fat* 




»»• 




r i ;) 

\ 

An 

/ 

V\ 

V 


k^c 




py *V 4 X*Z 


/oo-^E*!£ 2 “ 


e 


f 

wn CONTAINED 

urpri* * » y;‘C ^ 


mo**’ 

I- ADD 10 8E9 

; rwn . 


« r n q 


A- 

s 


V*/ 



r..." '*■ . .;;y r ;.T i;S . -.f:?..- • .I-.--..- ..... ■ • ••■• . -V 

? -Tv, :;V -TiVV-.i; F..- . v ' 


«U <• 

UNITED STATES GO 


D 


ANMENT 


Memorandum 



TO 



DIRECTOR, FBI (100-392452) 

SAC, NEW YORK (100-111180) 

STANLEY DAVID LEVIS ON 

RMj IS-C 

(00: NEW YORK) 

ReNYlet and LHM, 2/28/69* 

There are enclosed for the 
Information from I 


4 /I 7/69 

ALL INFORMATION COBTAIKD 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Im toffy, 
FiU Aim. 


Bufile IOO-392452 
HYflle 100-111180 


Hew York. Hew York 
April 17, 1969 



S^^EjT 

Stanley David Leviaon® 15 ® 81 ^ 
eiaj. Natters; Internal 6 ecurlty-C 



This document contains neither 
recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 
It is the property of the FBI and Is loaned * 
to your agency; It and Its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-392452) 
SAC, REV TORE (lOO-lUlSO) 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT 


CJ 

,nt of justice » 4j} 1; #S^rz: 


FE1>CK AL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


/■ llejifyt Flaw* Jb/«r *> 

r * Afc Bufile 100-392452 
NYfile 100-111180 


New York, New York 
May 27, 1#9 


Stanley Levison 
Racial Matters- 
Xntemal Security-Cc*T»nunirr' 
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A confidential source, who has furnished 



information in the past, learned on May 24, 1969, that 
date Stanley Levis on asked Fannie Lou^lamer to appear on a 
program with Coretta King, widow of Martin Luther King, Jr.,- 




_ _ „ irtu w „ , 

on May 29/ 19^9, in Charleston, South Carolina . Rarer agreed 
to appear on this program which, the source hes advised, is 
concerned v:ith the strike of hospital workers in that city. 

According to the source, Levi son inquired how the nktl 
return to an. appeal was progressing. Hamer advised him that 
the return has been sensational. She said that they have banked 
$17,000 already and have another $l,000which has not beer 

..i A ^ J — ■ 

U«?pW £> X 

Levison advised that he had forwarded $2,000? 
her which she should receive on May 26, 1969 * 

The source advised that Hamer was lavish in her , 
praise of Levl6on telling him that people used to ry they 
would raise money for them hit they would get only a small 
amount. She said that nothing like what has happened has 
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The source was unable to advise whether Levison had 
prepared a fund-appeal letter for Hamer. 

Stanley Levison 
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This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and Is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency, ./, 
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